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And would have made him prisoner
Except for God and his own skill.
For he fought with such dauntless will                                 i i>68o
And did such deeds of gallantry,
He and his men of chivalry,
That of a malady they fell
111, near the accursed infidel,
Part from the labors they had done,
Part from the stench of carrion.
Such foul corruption filled the town
And their health was so broken down
That they were very near to die,
The king and all his company.                                            11,690
SICK  UNTO   DEATH,  RICHARD  YET   DEFIES  SALADIN
Just at the time when the king, stricken
Down by this malady, did sicken,
Saladin sent him word, to tell
Him he and his Saracens as well
Would come and fetch him should he dare
To stay and to await them there.
The king to answer was not slow,
Saying he might believe and know
That he would stay there and would face
Him; never at any time or place,                                        11,700
While he could stand erect on feet
Or crawl on knees, would he retreat
From him one single foot of land.
Thus he accepted warfare, and
God knew well in what state of ease
He uttered valiant words like these.
Then he commanded that the Count
Henry (so doth the tale recount)
Should go to Cassarea for
The French, who had gone there before,                             11,710
And for the others, with command
To come and help defend the land.